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Paladino faults Cuomo, also Senate GOP

by Jimmy Vielkind

January 30, 2012

COLONIE — Hey, what happened to our “A-Team?”

During a speech just now at the Conservative Party’s annual Political Action Conference, held at the Holiday Inn on Wolf Road, former gubernatorial candidate Carl Paladino spoke about the persistent problems with New York’s government and his disbelief that Gov. Andrew Cuomo remains so popular without addressing what he sees as the Empire State’s root problems.

“It’s about illusion. It’s about the ability to convince people that they are something they are not. For decades, our state government has been very good at that. They’ve protected the incumbency, they’ve protected the establishment’s ability to feed at the trough,” Paladino said. He questioned Cuomo’s claims that he bridged a $10 billion budget deficit — and attacked the press corps for not challenging them — which he said was a product of “dream lists” concocted by state agencies.

This criticism is not new — Paladino outlined it in a letter sent to me in December.

He also attacked the work of the Medicaid Redesign Team, which he said simply passed costs along to consumers by increasing hospital bills.

But what was most interesting was his extension of his criticism to Republicans that, for the duration of Cuomo’s tenure, have controlled the state senate.

“It takes three to tango in New York State. To make something happen. Did we send out our A-team, in what could have been the last year that we might be at the table? Did we have our A-team out there? I don’t think so. What happened to these people?” He asked.

He noted that Republicans went along with a $2 billion “tax increase” in December and have “jury-rigged” the election process through redistricting.

“They’ve moved the primary up, which is going to put a tremendous onus on anyone who wants to do petitions. It’s an incumbency move,” Paladino said. “They made this deal last year. Cuomo made his deal with Dean, the captain of the A-team.”

He once again repeated his criticism of a government that he believes protects elites and re-voiced his support for Newt Gingrich’s presidential candidacy.
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